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Mrs. Elzie F. Pickens was rocking slowly on the porch one 
afternoon when her Great-granddaughter, Tee, brought her a 
big bunch of dogwood blooms, and that was the beginning of a 
story.

“Ahhh, now that dogwood reminds me of the day I met your 
Great-granddaddy, Mr. Pickens, Sweet Tee.

“It was just this time, spring of the year, and me and my best 
friend Ovella Wilson, who is now gone, was goin to join the 
Silas Greene. Usta be a kinda show went all through the South, 
called it the Silas Greene show. Somethin like the circus. Me 
and Ovella wanted to join that thing and see the world. Nothin 
wrong at home or nothin, we just wanted to travel and see new 
things and have high times. Didn’t say nothin to nobody but 
one another. Just up and decided to do it.

“Well, this day we plaited our hair and put a dress and some 
things in a crokasack1 and started out to the show. Spring 
day like this.

Reading Skill
Context Clues Read 
ahead. Then, tell 
what clues show you 
that Silas Greene is 
not the name of a 
person in this 
context.

1. crokasack (krò» kßr sak) usually spelled croker sack, n. bag made of burlap or similar material.

Motivation
Use the Vocab-o-Gram strategy
(General Resources, p. 13) to intro-
duce students to selection terminol-
ogy and to make predictions about
selection elements. Present students
with the following words.

• rocking • gain • dogwood 
• bottoms • circus • twine • plaited
• twirlin • office • shined • snowy 
• fearlessly • chased • viewin 
• looped • ruffly • hind • twistin 
• scratched • dancin • trailed 

Then give students the Vocab-o-
Gram chart and have them work in
groups to place the words in appro-
priate categories and make 
predictions about the story. 

Concept Connector 
Students will re-examine their ideas
after reading the story.

Learning Modalities
Verbal/Linguistic Learners 
Remind students that dialect is a
form of language spoken by people
in a specific region or group. Then,
have students work in groups to
gather samples of at least three dif-
ferent dialects in North America.
Finally, ask groups to present their
dialect samples to the class.

About the Selection
Elzie tells how she and a friend once
went to a traveling show. At the
show, they are amused by a dancing
dog. People begin throwing pennies,
and the girls join in. Elzie then throws
her lucky stone, which accidentally
hits the dog. The dog chases Elzie.
She is rescued by a young boy, who
would later become her husband. 

Reading Skill
• Tell students to look for context

clues to the meaning of Silas
Greene.

• Ask students how they can tell that
Mrs. Pickens is not talking about a
person. Possible response: She
says “the Silas Greene,” “kinda
show,” “something like the circus,”
or “the Silas Greene show.”

• Ask the Reading Skill question.
Answer: Mrs. Pickens says they
were going to join the Silas Greene.
The next sentence tells that is was a
show.
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Strategy for English Learners
The southern dialect and figures of speech
might present challenges for students. Have stu-
dents rephrase sentences in standard English.
For example, “Usta be a kinda show went all
through the South, called it the Silas Greene
show” can be rewritten “It was a kind of show
that went all through the South; it was called
the Silas Greene show.” In addition, clarify fig-
ures of speech by paraphrasing. For example,
explain that “Just up and decided to do it”
means “we just decided to do it.” 

Enrichment for Gifted/Talented Students
Tell students that this narrative includes a person
telling a story. The point of view begins as third-
person and changes to first-person as Mrs.
Pickens begins speaking. The narrative returns to
third-person after Mrs. Pickens concludes her
tale. Instruct students to write their own narra-
tives that tell a story within a story. Remind
them to change points of view when a character
takes over the tale. Encourage them to read
their stories aloud and for the class to identify
the changes in point of view.
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Literature in Context
Culture Connection Though most
people may believe that hard work is
more important than luck, many
would also admit to performing cer-
tain rituals for good luck. They may
attach value to four leaf clovers or
lucky pennies, or they may engage in
a simple ritual such as tossing salt
over their shoulders or knocking on
wood. 

Ask students the Connect to the
Literature question. 

Connect to the Literature
Possible response: Elzie has
attached a positive feeling to the
stone that played a part in a signifi-
cant event in her life—meeting her
future husband.
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“We got there after a good little walk and it 
was the world, Baby, such music and wonders 
as we never had seen! They had everything 
there, or seemed like it.

“Me and Ovella thought we’d walk around for 
a while and see the show before goin to the office 
to sign up and join.

“While we was viewin it all we come up on this 
dancin dog. Cutest one thing in the world next 
to you, Sweet Tee, dippin and movin and head 
bowin to that music. Had a little ruffly skirt on 
itself and up on two back legs twistin and movin 
to the music. Dancin dancin dancin till people 
started throwin pennies out of they pockets.

“Me and Ovella was caught up too and 
laughin so. She took a penny out of her pocket 
and threw it to the ground where that dog was 
dancin, and I took two pennies and threw ’em 
both.

“The music was faster and faster and that dog 
was turnin and turnin. Ovella reached in her 
sack and threw out a little pin she had won from 
never being late at Sunday school. And me, 
laughin and all excited, reached in my bag and 
threw out my lucky stone!

“Well, I knew right off what I had done. Soon 
as it left my hand it seemed like I reached back 
out for it to take it back. But the 
stone was gone from my hand and 
Lord, it hit that dancin dog right on 
his nose!

“Well, he lit out after me, poor 
thing. He lit out after me and I flew! 
Round and round the Silas Greene 
we run, through every place me 
and Ovella had walked before, but 
now that dancin dog was a runnin 
dog and all the people was laughin 
at the new show, which was us!

“I felt myself slowin down after a 
while and I thought I would turn
around a little bit to see how much 

Culture Connection

A Matter of Luck  Most people 
believe that hard work 
contributes more than luck to a 
person’s success. However, there 
is scientific evidence that a 
positive attitude increases a 
person’s chances for success. In 
this sense, any action or object 
that contributes to a person’s 
positive attitude could be 
considered lucky. Here is how 
some accomplished Americans 
approach the issue:

• Basketball superstar Michael 
Jordan always wore his blue 
University of North Carolina 
shorts under his Chicago Bulls 
uniform when he played.

• When she is on the ice, skat-
ing star Michelle Kwan wears 
a Chinese good luck charm 
around her neck. It was a gift 
from her grandmother.

Why do you think 
Elzie considers the 
stone to be lucky?

When students have completed reading and
discussing “The Luckiest Time of All,” have
them take out their Vocabulary Knowledge
Rating Chart for this selection. Read the words
aloud once more, and have students write their
own definitions or examples in the appropriate
column. Then have students complete the

Vocabulary Builder Practice activities on p. 65.
Encourage students to use the words in further
discussion and written work about this selec-
tion. Remind them that they will be account-
able for these words on the Selection Test.

Vocabulary Knowledge Rating
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Literary Analysis
Point of View
• Invite a volunteer to read aloud the

bracketed passage. Point out the
pronouns I, me, and we.

• Ask students who is telling this
part of the story. Answer: Mrs.
Pickens is telling the story.

• Ask them from what point of view
the story is being told.

• Answer: It is being told from the
first-person point of view.

• Then ask students the first Literary
Analysis question. Answer:
Because the narrative is written
from the first-person point of view,
the narrator knows only her own
thoughts. She does not know the
thoughts of the others in the story.

Literary Analysis
Point of View
• Before reading the bracketed pas-

sage, instruct students to watch for
the change in point of view that is
going to take place.

• After reading the section, have stu-
dents identify the change in point
of view. Answer: The point of view
changes from first-person to third-
person.

• Ask students the second Literary
Analysis question. Answer: The
writer indicates the change in point
of view by closing the quotes
around Mrs. Pickens’s final words
and then telling one of Tee’s
thoughts.

6

5

The Luckiest Time of All � 63

gain that cute little dog was makin on me. When I did I got 
such a surprise! Right behind me was the dancin dog and 
right behind him was the finest fast runnin hero in the bot-
toms of Virginia.

“And that was Mr. Pickens when he was still a boy! He had a 
length of twine in his hand and he was twirlin it around in the 
air just like the cowboy at the Silas Greene and grinnin fit to 
bust.

“While I was watchin how the sun shined on him and made 
him look like an angel come to help a poor sinner girl, why, he 
twirled that twine one extra fancy twirl and looped it right 
around one hind leg of that dancin dog and brought him low.

“I stopped then and walked slow and shy to where he had 
picked up that poor dog to see if he was hurt, cradlin him and 
talkin to him soft and sweet. That showed me how kind and 
gentle he was, and when we walked back to the dancin dog’s 
place in the show he let the dog loose and helped me to find 
my stone. I told him how shiny black it was and how it had 
the letter A scratched on one side. We searched and searched 
and at last he spied it!

“Ovella and me lost heart for shows then and we walked on 
home. And a good little way, the one who was gonna be your 
Great-granddaddy was walkin on behind. Seein us safe. Us 
walkin kind of slow. Him seein us safe. Yes.” Mrs. Pickens’ 
voice trailed off softly and Tee noticed she had a little smile on 
her face.

“Grandmama, that stone almost got you bit by a dog that 
time. It wasn’t so lucky that time, was it?”

Tee’s Great-grandmother shook her head and laughed out 
loud.

“That was the luckiest time of all, Tee Baby. It got me 
acquainted with Mr. Amos Pickens, and if that ain’t luck, what 
could it be! Yes, it was luckier for me than for anybody, I 
think. Least mostly I think it.”

Tee laughed with her Great-grandmother though she didn’t 
exactly know why.

“I hope I have that kind of good stone luck one day,” she 
said.

“Maybe you will someday,” her Great-grandmother said.
And they rocked a little longer and smiled together.

Literary Analysis
Point of View In 
Elzie’s narrative, why 
are Mr. Pickens’s 
thoughts not 
revealed?

Vocabulary Builder
acquainted (ß kwànt» 
ßd) adj. familiar

Literary Analysis
Point of View How 
does the writer 
indicate that the 
point of view changes 
from a first-person 
narrative by Elzie to a 
third-person narrative 
about Elzie and Tee?

Vocabulary Builder
twine (twìn) n. strong 
string or cord of two 
or more strands 
twisted together

Concept Connector 
Reading Skill Graphic Organizer
Ask students to review the graphic organizers
they have completed to help them use context
clues to understand unfamiliar words. Show
them Reading Skill Graphic Organizer B
(Graphic Organizer Transparencies, p. 12) as an
example. Then have students share the graphic
organizers that they completed.

Connecting to the Literature
Have students compare the sentences they
wrote before reading with their thoughts after

reading the story. Ask them to explain whether
their thoughts have changed and, if so, how. 

Vocab-o-Gram
Have students return to their Vocab-o-Grams
and refine their ideas. They may do this individ-
ually or in their original groups. Then lead a
class discussion, probing for what students have
learned that confirms or invalidates each predic-
tion. Encourage students to clarify the meaning
of any words by returning to the selection or
using reference works. 
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